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Introduction

We have been in government for ten years and have delivered clean, honest 
and accountable government that has improved the lives of our people, 
especially the poor and unemployed, in the Western Cape.

We have performed better than all other provinces, and we have established a 
reputation for clean and corruption-free government. 

We have raised the bar on quality education for all, and we have spent billions 
on creating opportunities for young people. 

We have achieved the country’s highest life expectancy, and it is still rising, 
while life expectancy in the rest of the country has declined.

We have distributed thousands of title deeds to new homeowners, and we 
have delivered hundreds of thousands of housing opportunities. 

We have achieved this by focusing on the basics: building a capable and 
competent state, rooting out corruption, and upholding the rule of law. 

And we have done it by working together with the people of the Western 
Cape.  

We have worked hard and kept our promises, and we still have a long way 
to go, but we have a plan of action to make even greater progress in the 
Western Cape.
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We have increased employment by 24%, creating 508 000 new jobs, and 
have delivered an unemployment rate 14 percentage points lower than the 
national average. We have generated R1 billion in savings for businesses by 
reducing ‘red tape’ in the Western Cape. 

We will continue to make progress by: 
• introducing a transport voucher for young job-seekers to allow them to 

travel easily to job interviews and opportunities;
• encouraging investment in new tourism products and ensuring strong 

support for the tourism economy across the whole province; 
• expanding “Cape Town Air Access” to link the Cape to every major 

tourism source market;
• expanding our Red Tape Reduction Unit to make our province the easiest 

place to invest and do business in the country;
• removing regulatory burdens for small businesses and entrepreneurs;
• positioning our province as the technology and innovation hub of Africa, 

linking with our world-class universities;
• supporting the informal economy by providing infrastructure and 

removing barriers to entry;
• ensuring that agriculture and agri-processing remain an anchor of the 

export economy and that we become a hub of technology, logistics and 
experience for the international agricultural economy;

• improving market access for small-scale farmers, participants in the 
oceans economy, and beneficiaries of land reform; 

Access to Jobs
We will fight to grow the economy and create fair access to real and 
long-term jobs in the Western Cape.
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• expanding the roll-out of the successful Youth Cafe programme to 
support young people in entering the job market; and

• improving access to jobs for those residents living with disabilities, by 
expanding availability of appropriate public transport in the Western 
Cape. 

We will also ensure that the province is prepared to deal with resource 
scarcity by: 
• moving to procure energy directly from independent power producers 

and ensuring that excess energy can be sold back to the national grid;
• ensuring municipalities have water resilience strategies that focus on 

water saving techniques and augmentation schemes, where necessary; 
and

• implementing short, medium and long-term climate change response 
plans in the Western Cape.
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We will fight for a modern, honest and professional provincial police service in 
the Western Cape.

For years, the national government has refused to provide the required 
number of police officers, specialised units and the resources needed to fight 
crime, especially drug and gang-related crime in the Western Cape. 

Crime has torn families apart, young children have fallen victim to gang 
violence and drug lords, and our residents do not feel safe. 

We have stepped up and invested in a greatly expanded Metro Police service, 
with its own specialised units, and we have accredited 291 Neighbourhood 
Watches, with 14 000 members who support the fight against crime in the 
Western Cape. 

We cannot rely on national government to protect the victims of crime, 
especially the victims of drug and gang-related crime, in the Western Cape. 

A Provincial Police Service that Works
We will fight for a modern, honest and professional provincial police service in 
the Western Cape.
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We will continue to make progress by: 
• leading the fight to devolve policing powers and budgets from national 

to provincial government to establish a provincial police service that is 
modern, honest and professional;

• establishing more municipal police services and expanding the role of 
the existing municipal police and provincial traffic police to better enable 
them to fight crime; 

• establishing a coastal patrol capability to patrol harbours and coastal 
waters to prevent poaching and drug-related crime; 

• improving learner safety inside and outside of schools by ensuring there 
is coordination between all the role players in government and in the 
community;

• improving tourist safety by introducing greater visible policing in tourist 
hotspots; and

• compelling national government to comply with provincial legislation to 
provide quarterly crime statistics in the Western Cape.
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A Future-focused Education System

We will continue our work to provide an education system that is 
accountable, retains as many learners as possible, and prepares learners 
for the fast-changing world of work in the Western Cape.

We have increased the matric pass rate to 81.5%, the maths pass rate to 76% 
and the science pass rate to 79.5%, and we have the highest retention rates 
from grades 10–12 in the country.

We will continue to make progress by:
• continuing to focus on improving literacy and numeracy, and increasing 

the number of learners taking and passing maths;
• investing in the study of those skills which prepare learners for the 

modern economy: science, technology, engineering, arts, mathematics, 
agriculture and coding; 

• strengthening the capacity of school governing bodies to exercise their 
roles and responsibilities;

• establishing a Western Cape Schools Evaluation Authority, to assess the 
quality of teaching and learning in the classroom, to better inform the 
public and create a culture of accountability;

• expanding access to education for more learners by investing in 
the construction and maintenance of schools, and by encouraging 
schools with a record of excellence to expand their infrastructure to 
accommodate more learners from disadvantaged communities; 
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• partnering with the private sector to roll out Collaboration Schools 
following our successful pilot projects;

• finalising the accreditation of Khoekhoegowab as an official subject, so 
that schools that wish to, may offer it, to support cultural inclusion; and

• continuing the school nutrition programme which currently feeds more 
than half a million learners in the Western Cape.
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Our train system is run by the national government, and as a result workers 
are unable to get to work, jobs and businesses are put at risk, our roads are 
clogged, and ordinary people suffer, especially the poor.  

We have stepped in to help by deploying 100 security officials to a new Rail 
Enforcement Unit, to protect passengers who travel on trains in the Western 
Cape.

We will continue to make progress by: 
• fighting to take over the management of the rail system in the province 

from national government so that the trains work and run on time; and 
• introducing competition by licensing private sector operators to take over 

the operation of the railways system on qualifying routes in the Western 
Cape. 

We will also: 
• introduce a combined ticketing system to be used on all modes of public 

transport; and
• invest in new infrastructure and allocate more funding to ease congestion 

in the most economically active areas in the Western Cape.

A Provincial Rail Service that Works
We will fight for a provincial rail service that runs on time and works in 
the Western Cape.
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We received the highest number of clean audits across all entities and 
departments in South Africa.

We will continue to make progress by: 
• ensuring that all provincial cabinet members, and all heads of department 

in the provincial government, undergo lifestyle audits to proactively 
prevent corruption and impropriety;

• establishing a forensic investigation capacity in the local government 
department to probe allegations of corruption and maladministration in 
municipalities; and

• introducing provincial legislation to stop suppliers charging highly inflated 
prices for goods and services supplied to the provincial government in 
the Western Cape.

Keeping Corruption Out
We will fight to keep corruption out of the Western Cape.
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We have built two new district hospitals, 14 new primary healthcare facilities 
and 11 new ambulance stations, and we have the highest life expectancy in the 
country because we have a functional healthcare system in the Western Cape.

We will continue to make progress by: 
• allocating additional funds to expand and improve tertiary hospitals, 

including a significant upgrade of Tygerberg Hospital;
• building partnerships with all stakeholders, including private sector 

healthcare providers, non-governmental institutions and communities to 
deliver comprehensive primary healthcare;

• expanding our investment in the integration of technology to assist in 
healthcare management;

• scaling up our single digital patient record system across all provincial 
healthcare platforms;

• strengthening and expanding support to substance abusers and palliative 
care to people with terminal illnesses; and

• refusing to implement national government’s proposed disastrous 
National Health Insurance programme in the Western Cape.

A Caring and High-quality Health Service
We will continue building a healthcare system that delivers quality care in 
the Western Cape.
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We have delivered 212 967 housing opportunities and handed over  
103 000 title deeds to housing beneficiaries in the Western Cape, making 
them homeowners for the first time. 

Our government spends 82% of its budget on delivering services to the poor. 

This enormous investment, coupled with economic growth and job creation, 
has seen poverty in our province decline. While this is good news, too many 
families in our province still live in poverty. 

We will continue to make progress by: 
• introducing a Home Voucher Scheme which people can use towards 

buying, building and upgrading homes;
• creating more housing opportunities and identifying major housing 

projects that cater for different levels of the market to be financed by the 
sale of underutilised provincial assets;

• liberalising land use rights to create new funding streams for more and 
better housing;

• releasing underutilised land closer to economic opportunities, for 
business and housing; 

Speeding Up the Delivery of Basic Services
We will fight to speed up the delivery of basic services for all in the Western 
Cape.
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• prioritising housing delivery to the elderly and persons with disabilities; 
• working towards a single, transparent housing beneficiary list; 
• increasing the number of serviced sites to ensure greater access for more 

residents to human settlement opportunities;
• leading the fight to release large tracts of national government-owned 

land in the province for housing development;
• investing in better public lighting to improve safety in poor communities 

and informal settlements; and
• continuing to improve social services to people living with disabilities in 

the Western Cape.
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Conclusion 

We will continue to build on the progress we have made by working hard to 
grow the economy, keep corruption out and speed up the delivery of services 
in the Western Cape. 

We will deal with the failure of national government to fight crime and run 
an efficient rail service by: 
• fighting for a provincial police service that is modern, honest and 

professional and that will serve and protect people with pride; and 
• fighting for a provincial rail service that is safe, runs on time, and connects 

people to work and opportunities in the Western Cape. 

We will fight, and we will continue fighting, for all the people in the Western 
Cape.



A Better Western Cape and One South Africa for All!


