
CLASS OF 2018



ALEXANDRIA PROCTER 

Alexandria was born in Port Elizabeth and matriculated from the Diocesan

School for Girls in 2010. She holds a BSc Degree in Biology and Philosophy

from the University of Cape Town which she obtained in 2015. After

completing her tertiary qualification she founded a tech startup called

DigsConnect, which aims to help students find safe and affordable student

accommodation. The premise for the project began during her tenure on the

Student Representative Council in 2014.

Her passions lie in tech startups, scientific exploration and communication,

innovation and business. She is an ardent believer in the power of science and

technology to improve the lives of all South Africans and believes in taking a

results-oriented approach to tackling issues and in the value of working in small,

highly productive and committed teams.

Her current role in the DA is as the DAWN representative for Ward 59, where

she is spearheading two initiatives; one is to teach critical IT and tech

entrepreneurship skills to women in the Crossroads area, with the objective to

encourage entrepreneurship and financial independence in vulnerable

communities. The other is a project in collaboration with ecology and

conservation researchers at the University of Cape Town, which aims to create

and fund education-orientated documentaries about scientific exploration in

South Africa.



ANDREA LARISSA VENTER

Larissa was born in Louis Trichardt in the Limpopo Province and matriculated

from Louis Trichardt High School where she served as the Head Girl of the

School Leadership Council. During her high school years, Larissa also served as

a drama facilitator at the Sumbandila Holiday School Initiative - a scholarship

trust aimed at empowering children from disadvantaged backgrounds through

education.

In 2016, Larissa graduated from the University of Pretoria (TUKS) with her

Political Science degree. During her time at TUKS, she served on her residence

leadership structure as the External Culture Portfolio Manager. In 2016, she

joined the TUKS Leadership and Individual Programme (TULIP)- a student-driven

organisation seeking to holistically develop school children from rural areas,

where she was a Human Development Ambassador.

It was during her involvement in the mass student protests of the

#FeesMustFall movement, where she developed an interest in joining the DA.

Larissa started work at the DA Limpopo Provincial Head Office in 2017, as a

Performance Development and Assessment Officer (PDMS), after being

appointed as the Personal Assistant to the Provincial Leader and Secretary to

the Members of Provincial Legislature, while also managing the Provincial Social

Media platforms.



BAXOLILE BABONGILE NODADA

Baxolile was born in 1992 in a Small town on the border of the Free State and

Eastern Cape called Aliwal North.

After matriculating from Hudson Park High School in 2010, where he served as

a Representative Council of Learners (RCL) member, Baxolile enrolled at the

Nelson Mandela University where he joined DASO and served as the first

Chairperson of DASO South Campus branch. He was later elected to the

Student Representative Council (SRC) in 2013 where he served in numerous

positions including Deputy Secretary-General, Culture Officer, Secretary-General

and Chief Whip.

His efforts in the SRC were noted by the Vice Chancellor who awarded him the

SRC Member of the Year Leadership Award. Baxolile also acted as the

Campaign Manager for DASO at Nelson Mandela University in their successive

SRC election victories in 2014 and 2015.

He holds a BA degree in Political Science and Economics and an Honours

degree in Public Administration and Conflict from Nelson Mandela University

which he attained in 2014 and 2015 respectively.

In the 2016 Local Government Elections, he was elected as the youngest

Councillor (PR) in the Nelson Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipality.



CAYLA ANN THOMAS MURRAY

Cayla is a born free from Johannesburg and was raised in Cape Town by two

anti-Apartheid activists. Politics was always discussed over dinner. She

developed her strong leadership and public speaking skills as the Vice President

of her student Union at Richard Taunton’s Sixth Form College and as the

General Secretary for the Democratic Alliance (DA) Abroad’s UK Organising

Committee.

Cayla joined the DA in 2014 after attending the DA Abroad’s BlueBlitz at

Westminster Palace. Thereafter, she founded the DA Abroad’s network in

Prague whilst studying there on her Erasmus+ scholarship. A year later, she

was elected as the General Secretary for the DA Abroad UK’s Organising

Committee. During her 2 years as the General Secretary, Cayla consecutively

achieved cum laude for her BSc in International Politics and MSc in African

Politics.

As an intersectional feminist, Cayla has led a number of campaigns to bridge

the gap between the wealthiest and worst-off of women in society.

Consequently, she led a ‘Gender Equality’ policy programme by coordinating the

DA Abroad’s global volunteer team to review 9 policies and bolster gender

equality. These policies have since been presented to the DA’s Federal Council

for inclusion into the DA’s national policy.



CHRISTOPHER MPHO NGOBENI

Christopher is an activist born and raised in Soshanguve (Pretoria) where he

matriculated at Hlophanang Secondary in 2011. He started working at Hollard

Direct as a field sales agent in 2015. While working at Hollard, he enrolled in

several short courses such as Fnancial Regulator RE, Computer Skills, Sales and

Marketing through UNISA. He was awarded the best sales agent award in

Gauteng at the Hollard awards 2015.

Christopher joined the DA in 2014, and volunteered as activist, party agent and

Voting District Captain, in both the 2014 and 2016 elections. He was elected

as Branch Secretary in 2016 and Ward 36 Branch Chairperson in February

2017.

Since being elected as Chairperson, he has worked closely with his PR

Councillor and Constituency MPL to drive issues that affect the community and

pupils such as water leakages, school maintenance and more. He also focused

on growing the party’s membership by leading door to door campaigns and

information tables.

He is the founder of the Tshwane Youth Empowerment Summit, a summit

organised in partnership with the City of Tshwane to empower the youth with

entrepreneurial skills. Christopher is interested in learning more about

entrepreneurship, financial intelligence and investment.



EMMA LOUISE POWELL 

Emma holds a Bachelor of Arts in Politics and Law from the University of Kwa-

Zulu Natal as well as an Honours degree in Political Science from which she

graduated cum laude.

During university she served as DA Ward Branch Chairperson and was also

active on a number of non-governmental organisations dedicated towards

eradicating HIV/AIDS and domestic violence in the Durban West area.

She subsequently took up a position at the DA’s Federal Head Offices in Cape

Town coordinating the national Members of Provincial Legislatures and

Councillors Networks. She later took on the position of Senior Professional

Officer to the City’s Mayoral Committee. Here she has served in

communications and political advisory to the Mayoral Committee Members for

Corporate Services and Compliance as well as Informal Settlements; Water and

Waste Services and Energy.

In 2016 Emma was selected to serve on the City’s Organisational Development

and Transformation Restructure Planning Committee for Innovation and

Evidence Based Policy. In the same year she was awarded a research

associateship with Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), researching

the efficacy of local government Councillors across South Africa.

Emma is currently reading towards the final research project of her Masters

Degree in International Relations at the University of Cape Town and her thesis

focuses on the correlation toward subjective liberalism in developing world

contexts.



HUMPREY TUMELO MOKOENA

Humphrey was born and raised in the rural area of Mbombela called Game,

where he matriculated from Mshadaza High School in 2010. During his time at

Mshadaza High school, he was a peer educator on issues surrounding the youth

in his community such as drug abuse and sex education. In 2009 he was

awarded a certificate for being a senior peer educator and went on to be

certified as a mentor peer educator in 2010.

During his gap year in 2011, Humphrey was invited by the Generation Of

Leaders Discovered (GOLD) to serve as a facilitator, where he acted as a

facilitator on life skills peer education programmes to students between Grades

10 -12. It was through this Programme that he discovered his passion for

community development and this lead to him enrolling for a degree in Political

Science and Public Administration with the University of Pretoria in 2012.

His interest in the DA was sparked in 2015 after he participated in a debate

about good governance in class. He later joined the party and has been an

active member since 2016.



JASON HALFON 

Jason, a self-described resolute leader and rationalist matriculated from Herzlia

High School where he served as a Head of the Commerce Society. Jason

studying towards a Bachelor of Business Science majoring in Finance and

Accounting at the University of Cape Town where he will also be pursuing a

Post-Graduate Diploma in Accounting in 2019.

In 2014, he became involved with the DA, serving as a member of the

executive for Ward 54 as well as being elected Vice Chairperson of the Good

Hope DA Youth and its Chairperson of Finance. He successfully organised and

ran the Clifton voting station during the 2014 National Elections.

In 2015, he was elected Treasurer of the South African Union of Jewish

Students for the Western Cape (SAUJS) and in 2016 was made Chairperson.

During his tenure as Chairperson, he began a long-term restructuring of the

organisation to further its relevance and longevity. During this time, he also

served as a member of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies (Cape

Council) Executive Committee.

Jason strongly believes in Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) and Ubuntu and

views his involvement in politics as a means to help others.



JEAN - PIERRE PRINSLOO 

Jean-Pierre is originally from Springs in Gauteng but currently resides in Kwa-

Zulu Natal (KZN) and has been an active member of the DA for 4 years. He has,

a Bachelor of Commerce Degree from the University of Pretoria.

Jean-Pierre is an activist and was extensively involved in the election campaigns

both during the 2014 National Election and the 2016 Local Government

Election, where he was elected as a Councillor for the central Durban area in the

Ethekwini Municipality.

Before serving as a public representative, Jean - Pierre was the Durban South

Constituency Secretary and also worked at the DA KZN Provincial Head Office

as a PDMS Officer.

In 2016 Jean-Pierre ran a successful campaign in Ward 66, covering the Bluff

area of Durban where he increased the DA vote by a substantial amount. He

currently serves on the Community Services Portfolio in Council.

Jean–Pierre is passionate about self-development as well as improving the lives

of his constituents.



KHANYISA DAWETI 

Khanyisa was born in the Eastern Cape where she matriculated from Port Alfred

High School in 2009. It was during those formative years that she became

politically aware and active. She furthered her tertiary education at the Nelson

Mandela Metropolitan University and became actively involved in student

politics as part of the Democratic Alliance Students Organisation (DASO).

In 2011 she was elected as Branch Chairperson during which time she

participated in and graduated from the Laphumilanga Leadership Programme

Class of 2012. In August 2014, Khanyisa was elected as a Proportional

Representative Councillor. As a result of her talent and leadership skills, she

was elected as the Frontier Constituency Democratic Alliance Youth

Chairperson from 2014 to 2015 and from 2015 to 2016, she served as the

Eastern Cape Democratic Alliance Youth Chairperson.

In 2016, Khanyisa was re-elected as a DA Councillor and serves as Chief Whip

of the DA Ndlambe Caucus. More recently, she was elected as a District

Councillor in the Sarah Baartman District Council. This is a testimony to her

political acumen, commitment and her passion for the DA.



LEANDER KRUGER 

Leander completed his Bcom Degree at Rhodes University and his LLB Degree at

Nelson Mandela University. He is an admitted Attorney of the High Court and

completed his Masters Degree in Tax Law while lecturing at the Faculty of Law,

Nelson Mandela University.

His desire for social justice and passion for his community led him to join the

DA in 2012 as a DA Youth (DAY) branch representative, where he was later

elected as DAY Constituency Deputy Chairperson.

During the 2016 Local Government Election, Leander was elected as a PR

Councillor in Nelson Mandela Bay. He currently serves as a Whip on the Budget

and Treasury Committee and he is also a member of the Council Rules and

Ethics Committee.

He is Deputy Chairperson of Port Elizabeth South West Constituency as well as

ADAC representative. He is an elected Councillor to the Eastern Cape Provincial

Council and also serves on the Eastern Cape Provincial Disciplinary Committee.



LINAMANDLA DELIWE 

Linamandla was born in Cape Town in 1993 and grew up in King William’s

Town in the Eastern Cape. From an early age, he showcased leadership

potential, both at school and in his community.

After completing his matric, Linamandla attended the False Bay Technical and

Vocational Education and Training (TVET) College where he graduated with a

Safety in Society (Criminology) NQF Level 4 and Public Management N6

qualification respectively. In 2015, he was elected as Campus Chairperson of

the Student’s Representative Council (SRC) for Westlake Campus, as well as

the Executive President for False Bay TVET College.

In his capacity as SRC President, he represented the student community on the

College’s senior staff structures, including the College Council and Academic

Board. Linamandla’s term of office as SRC President ended in December 2015,

but he has continued to lead as an active citizen in his community, most

notably, he established a youth-based organisation named Vrygrond Young

Minds - a platform to grow young leaders. He was also Speaker of the Western

Cape Provincial Youth Parliament in 2017.

Linamandla continues to advocate for sports development in his community and

continuously coordinates fundraising initiatives to raise funds for his local sports

teams.



MBULELO NGUTA

Mbulelo was born and raised in the Eastern Cape, and has a Masters Degree in

Commerce in Taxation. He is a "School Choice" Champion and co-founded the

Institute for Education Reforms, an advocacy group formerly known as the

School Vouchers SA, based in Grahamstown where he currently serves as the

Director.

The project aims to ensure that children from disadvantaged backgrounds are

afforded the choice to attend good schools and get a quality education

regardless of their social standing. Mbulelo is passionate about transforming and

de-unionising the teaching space.

He is also the Chairperson of Men As Partners, a Non-Profit Organisation which

runs primary health care programmes and adherence clubs to help chronic

patients in the villages of Ngcobo and other surrounding villages. Furthermore,

Mbulelo volunteers for Sonke Gender Justice and the Right to Know Campaign

in the Eastern Cape.

Mbulelo is a content contributor to the Huffington Post and occasionally writes

for the Business Day. He has previously served as the Deputy Chairperson of

the Phesheya Kwenciba DA Youth Constituency and is a member of the DA in

Grahamstown.



MUSHFIQOH GALIEM 

Mushfiqoh was born in Cape Town and completed her secondary education at

Trafalgar High School. She went on to complete her BA in Political Science,

English and History and her Honours Degree in Political Science at the

University of the Western Cape.

She is dedicated to developing her community and it was for this reason that

she joined her local DA branch, where she became an active member. Her

passion for the DA saw her taking up employment at the DA Federal Head

Office where she worked in the Polling Department before being promoted to

the position of Community Operational Manager. She is currently working as a

Regional Constituency Coordinator for the Metro Region in the Western Cape.

Mushfiqoh has worked on numerous election campaigns for the DA and has

been instrumental in achieving maximum voter turnout in the areas where she

was assigned to.



NYAMEKA MGUZULO

Nyameka matriculated from LEAP School and throughout her high school years

won awards for overall highest academic achievements. She holds a certificate

in Human Resources Management, a Bachelor of Arts in Politics and Public

Administration and is currently completing her Masters Degree in Business

Leadership through UNISA Graduate School of Business Leadership.

Nyameka has extensive political leadership experience having served in various

structures and organisations. She has been a student activist, and has displayed

her political leadership skills in various positions including Regional

Spokesperson, Elections Campaign Coordinator, Provincial Leader and National

Youth Convener.

She began her career as a teller and a trainee Team Leader, before working for a

political party in various capacities. Nyameka has also worked for LEAP School

as a Fundraising, Advocacy and Alumni Relations Manager. She also moderates

panels and has directed programmes at international conferences.

As a globally minded transformational leader, she is an Alumnus of Miracle

Corners of the World (MCW) based in New York City where she mentors young

leaders from various countries in strategic management and helps them turn

their community challenges into solution-driven projects.



SANDILE MNIKATI

Sandile, having spent most of his life in Kwa-Zulu Natal, attended Howick High

School and matriculated in 2013. He was elected as head of Midmar House and

achieved his full colours in rugby and athletics.

Sandile enrolled at the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal (UKZN) in 2014. While

studying towards his Bachelor of Social Science in Philosophy and Political

Science, Sandile played for the UKZN Impi Rugby Club and was a founding

member of the Democratic Student Organisation (DASO) at the UKZN

Pietermaritzburg campus. He is currently studying towards a Bachelor of Arts in

International Relations.

He has shown a keen interest in the DA and has been an activist for change

within his community. He was elected as Deputy Branch Chairperson and

continues to be active in DA structures in the hopes that he will be able to

utilise his studies in helping South Africa realise her full potential.



SINOVUYO XALA

Sinovuyo was born and bred in Dutywa, in the Eastern Cape. She matriculated

from Mida High School and currently attends Nelson Mandela University (NMU)

where she is studying towards her Degree in Public Administration. Her love for

her community encouraged her together with her peers to start a Non-Profit

Organisation known as Life Guidance Development Initiative where she serves

as the Secretary General. The NPO is aimed at equipping matriculants with the

skills needed to be prepared for their tertiary education.

She is a graduate of the Laphumilanga Leadership Programme. In her first year

at university Sinovuyo was elected as Treasurer General for her House

Committee where she resided and later went on to be elected as Head of the

House Committee. As a student leader, she was also an activist of DASO and

was elected as DASO South Campus Branch Chairperson.

She serves as an additional member on the DA Women’s Network Provincial

Executive Committee in the Eastern Cape and is also a member of the DASO

Constituency Executive in Eastern Cape.



SPHESIHLE ZONDI

Sphesihle was born in 1994 and grew up in a rural community called

Sweetwaters, in Kwa-Zulu Natal. He matriculate from Mthoqotho High School in

2011. While in high school he was elected as one of the executive members of

the school’s Representative Council of Learners (RCL).

He graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree from the University of Kwa-

Zulu Natal (UKZN) in 2014. He then completed his Honours Degree in

Microbiology and is currently studying towards his Masters Degree in this field.

In 2015 he was elected Lab President for the Microbiology Research Lab in

UKZN- Pietermaritzburg and is the youngest member to ever occupy this

position. He was elected chairperson for DASO at UKZN-Pietermaritzburg in

2017.

He is passionate about both science and politics and he believes these two

exciting mediums of human civilisation are paramount to the advancement of

South Africa and the African continent. Having recently graduated from the KZN

Sakhisizwe Leadership Programme, he hopes to use the knowledge he acquired

to improve Kwa-Zulu Natal and grow the DA in his province.



THABO MALOSI

Thabo is a brave, vocal and very disciplined young leader that was born and

raised in the rural village of Emazizini in Matatiele, Eastern Cape. During his high

school years, he became an advocate for student rights focusing mainly on the

termination of corporal punishment. He matriculated in 2012 and was the first

in his family to do so.

Thabo enjoys sports and was his school’s football team captain and community

football team captain for three years. He is currently completing his final year in

Local Government Management at the Tshwane University of Technology

(TUT).

Thabo is the founding Chairperson of DASO TUT Soshanguve Campus and is a

firm believer in an open opportunity society for all. Under Thabo’s tenure as the

Chairperson, DASO TUT Soshanguve Campus has experienced exceptional

membership growth. He also serves as the Tshwane DASO (Gauteng North

Region) Regional Secretary-General.

Thabo believes in giving back to the community, and has thus worked on a

number of community development initiatives. He is the founding President of

Thiba Tlala Student Project, a Non-Profit Organisation (TTSP NPO) that is

involved in student development aimed at promoting academic excellence by

fighting poverty at a tertiary level, whilst also assisting local community

members with food parcels and other social aid needs.



TREVOR MARTIN GEOGHEGAN 

Trevor matriculated from Welkom-Gymnasium in 2012 having served on the

school’s matric council. Trevor went on to study BA Public Administration and

Management at the North-West University where he is currently a part-time

student studying towards a Masters Degree in Public Management and

Governance. In his five years at the North-West University, Trevor has served

on two campus organisations. In 2015 Trevor took up the challenge as

Corporate Affairs Head at a NPO called ENACTUS (EN=Entrepreneurial,

ACT=Action, US=Student), which aims to use the power of entrepreneurial

action to transform lives and shape a better and more sustainable world.

In 2016, Trevor joined DASO and was later elected as Chairperson at the North-

West University Potchefstroom campus where he served for two years. With

the help of fellow DASO members, ward Councillors and DA staff members,

Trevor grew DASO to one of the biggest political organisations on the

Potchefstroom campus.

In 2017, Trevor was elected by the North-West University to represent the

University and South Africa at the United Nations University Scholars

Leadership Symposium in Bangkok, Thailand. Trevor was later elected by the

United Nations Asia Pacific Head Office in Bangkok, Thailand to serve in a

leadership role throughout the symposium and represent delegates from across

the globe. In his spare time, Trevor is also a political commentator and radio DJ

at campus radio station (PUKfm 93.6FM), and was awarded the “2017

Programme Show of the Year”.


